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Alpine Club and Editors' Notes

The new form of the Alpine Journal As readers will see, this number of
the Journal represents something of a break with tradition as the first of the
single number annual volumes decided on by the Club at its meeting of IS
October 1968 (A.J. 73. 303). The next number will appear in June 1970
rather than in the coming November as previously. As expected, the change to
a single annual number has permitted a greatly increased coverage of climbs
and expeditions throughout the world, and of technical and other develop
ments, thanks to the very ready co-operation of the many contributors
approached. Alpine Notes has been split between the various new series of
notes as appropriate, and the index has been included in the Journal itself,
rather than being distributed separately. Various contributions to these and
the immediately following notes also enable us to give a more complete picture
than sometimes hitherto of the activities of the various British Clubs concerned
with Alpine mountaineering.

In all this reshaping, I am indebted to many individual members for construc
tive ideas, but especially to David Cox and Colin Taylor; to the Club as a
whole for the valuable discussion of IS October last; and most of all to Fred
Dangar and Tom Blakeney for their unfailing and generous assistance.

At the same time, the opportunity has been taken to modernise the layout,
while retaining the same format and type face. The move to integrated photos
greatly enhances flexibility, particularly in Climbs and Regional Notes, but
cannot be claimed to be original, as it has precedents in the 3os. I should record
here my gratitude to Paul Sharp who though not a member has taken the lead
on the detailed design work, and also to Robin Collomb, John Cleare, Robin
Day, Dennis Gray and Elliott Viney-and Mr Pettitt of our printers-for
invaluable advice. In parallel with this work, Bob Pettigrew has been giving a
new look to our advertising and sales, which should prove useful financially,
and West Col Productions have taken over distribution.

I very much hope that members and other readers will find the various changes
helpful and not out of keeping with the best traditions of theJournal. A.B.

Meetings ofthe Alpine Club, 1968-9
1968 (continued)

5 November 'Climbs in Islam: Atlas, Tibesti and Hindu Kush'-Douglas
Scott
'The ascent of Papsura'-Robert Pettigrew (A.J. 73. 158)
Annual Winter Dinner, Cafe Royal
A.G.M.: election of Officers and Committee for 1969
'A visit to the Hindu Kush'-Michael Westmacott (see p 205)
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18 February

Dr Charles Evans, the President, announced that Dr Charles
Warren had presented to the Club a drawing of the Bossons
glacier by John Ruskin

Discussion on the role of the Alpine Club-introduced by Ken
Wilson (Editor of Mountain), J. S. Whitehouse (President,
London Mountaineering Club) and Basil Goodfellow
(President, British Mountaineering Council) (see below)
'A visit to North Kohistan'-Rob Collister (see p 187 above)

Office-Bearers and Committee, 1969:
President
Vice-Presidents
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Committee

Tntstees
Editor

Business Editor
Guide-book Editor
B.M.C. Representative
M.R.C. Representative
Auditors
M.E.P.

Librarian

Dr R. C. Evans
M. P. Ward; A. S. Pigott
M. H. Westmacott
The Hon. R. R. E. Chorley
M. F. Baker; J. S. Cleare; T. A. J. Goodfellow;
D. D. Gray; R. A. Hodgkin; H. A. Osmaston;
R. G. Pettigrew; F. A. Wedgwood; Lt-Col C. G.
Wylie
A. D. Malcolm; A. B1ackshaw; C. G. Wickham
A. Blackshaw-assisted by D. F. O. Dangar and
T. S. Blakeney
R. G. Pettigrew
C. H. Taylor
A. K. Rawlinson
J. L. Longland
F. W. Edwards; J. K. King; The Earl of Limerick
A. K. Rawlinson; Lt-Col C. G. Wylie; The
Earl of Limerick; The Hon. R. R. E. Chorley;
A. B1ackshaw; V. S. Risoe
E. C. Pyatt-assisted by the Rev. F. L. Jenkins,
A. E. Gunther, M. F. Baker and C. A. Russell

The Alpine Climbing Group, 1968 The A.C.G. continues to exist in its
own inimitable anarchistic fashion. During the year eleven new members
have been elected, eight full and three aspirants, which keeps the Group up to
strength with seventy-two full members and seven aspirants.

This year Chris Bonington retired as President and his place was taken by
Tom Patey. Chris was in office during the period of the A.C.-A.C.G. merger
and remained the stable figurehead that the Group required. Colin Taylor,
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also, has retired from the post of Bulletin Editor and has taken over guide-books
for the A.C.-A.C.G. instead. He has carried out the Editorship, perhaps the
most important job in the A.C.G., with zeal and ability, and it is largely due to
him that the Bulletin, Alpine Climbing, has been built up over the last few years
to one of the main English-language sources of information on the Alps. The
next Editor is to be Mike Kosterlitz.

During the year the Group held three meets, two in Derbyshire and one in
Wasdale. All were well attended by a wide cross-section of young climbers from
different parts of the country, and it is this feature of the Group that is one of its
most valuable. It is not a club, but rather, a loose association of the best young
climbers and, apart from the Bulletin, its main function is to provide an occas
ional meet where they can mix with people outside their normal circle. It has
been disappointing not to see more Scots, but perhaps now with a President
from Ullapool we may see a few more.

The weather in the Alps from mid-July onwards was particularly bad, but some
good climbs, including a new route on the Piz Badile (see p I above) and the
North faces of the Triolet and the Grandes Jorasses, were done, and also an
interesting new way up to the oire hut. It is true to say that very little of
great consequence was done in the Alps by British climbers who are not by
now members of the A.C.G. Nick Estcourt Secretmy

Obituary We regret to record the deaths of H. S. Kingman (1938), R. L. G.
Irving (1902) and Brian Ripley (1967). Obituary notices for Kingman and
Ripley appear on pp 392-3; Irving's will be in the next Journal.

The role of the Alpine Club: meeting of 4 February 1969 In introducing
this discussion, Ken \;Yilson suggested that there was a need for a new focal
point for British mountaineering, to bring together widely varied interests
and crystallise certain fundamental issues important to the mass of British
climbers, many of whom were outside the established clubs. A fully effective
national organisation in the form of a strengthened B.M.C. was partly the
answer, but he believed that the Alpine Club could also play a major role in
filling the current vacuum of leadership. Whereas originally it had been an
influential 'think-tank' where many of the concepts of the sport had been
developed in lively argument, it appeared from the outside to have stood still
since the early 50S. The recent merger with the A.C.G. had given new impetus
and provided an opportunity for it to become more attractive to the younger
climber and resume its earlier active role. This could be achieved in particular
by making the Club house into more of a convivial meeting place for all
mountaineers, opening our lectures to a wider audience (especially by also
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arranging them outside London), completing the work on the library, which
had great potential, arranging meets in the Alps and, perhaps most important
of all, organising one or two expeditions to the greater ranges annually. J. S.
Whitehouse then spoke on the need for a national British Alpine club re
presentative of the majority of British Alpine climbers and providing facilities
such as the use of huts in the Alps; and Basil Goodfellow commented on some
of the special qualities of the Alpine Club as it now is.

Discussion showed a wide range of opinion on these and other issues, and
the President, after thanking the speakers, suggested that the debate might be
resumed at a later meeting, the Committee in the meantime reflecting on the
points made. •

New members welcome The Alpine Club welcomes as members men over
21 who have Alpine experience and can show evidence of continuing interest
in mountains and mountaineering. The technical qualifications for entry are,
by modern standards, not very high. A rough-and-ready guide is that three
seasons in the Alps and about twenty good Alpine peaks are required, but the
Committee makes due allowance for exceptional routes and for experience
elsewhere. Contributions to mountain art, literature and science may also
count. The candidate must be proposed and seconded by two members.

Membership of the Alpine Club applies automatically to all members of the
Alpine Climbing Group, for which the technical requirements for membership
are much higher.

Annual subscription rates are:

Full members: Overseas
under 27
V.K. country
V.K. London Area

A.C.G. members

£3 3s.
£3 3s.
£4- 4-s.
£S Ss.
£1 10S.

The entrance fee is £4- 4-S for a full member over 27; nil for other categories.

Apart from the other facilities which the Club provides (e.g. free insurance
against Alpine accidents, comprehensive library, lectures), full members
receive Alpine Climbing and the Alpine Journal yearly without charge. A.e.G.
members receive Alpine Climbing free each year, but do not receive the Alpine
Journal unless they pay for it separately.

Application forms for the Alpine Club may be obtained from the Assistant
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Secretary, 74 SouthAudley Street, London W 1Y 5FF and for the A.C.G. from
Nick Estcourt, Newcroft, West Road, Bowden, Cheshire.

Michael Westmacott

Composite index The Committee has invited D. F. O. Dangar to produce a
composite index of the Alpine Journal to cover the period since the previous
one (1927-52, Vols. 39-58), for which he was also primarily responsible. It is
hoped to issue this free to members as part of 1970 or 1971 Journal, and to make
it available to non-members at a price of 35s post paid (hard covers.) The Club
still has some copies of the 1927-52 composite indexes available at 25s each.
Orders for the new index should be sent to West Col Productions, 1 Meadow
Close, Goring, Reading, Berkshire RG8 oAP, preferably by the end of 1969.

Guide-books. With the issue last year of the new Pennine Alps, Bernese Alps
and Dauphine, the five A.C.-A.C.G. guides were all in print together for the
first time. 'Vest Col Productions have a considerable programme of guide
books to many of the other areas in the Alps of interest to the British climber.
While many of us might have preferred to see all the Alpine guide-books
coming out under the aegis of the A.C.-A.C.G., we should reflect that several
guides already on sale would not have been available for a few years yet (Robin
Collomb also comments on this point on P 347).

Already Peter Crew's Dolomites (1963) is out of print and a new version in two
volumes, edited by Dennis Moorhouse and John Brailsford, is due out before
the summer. It will contain the most useful of the information that has come in
from club journals or from the personal experience of British climbers.

In preparing a guide-book, it is necessary to take particular care over the
accuracy of the information and the grading of the climbs. By the latter I mean
the remarks that give an idea of the quality and difficulty of a route. In all the
guide-books published much of the information has been translated from foreign
journals and guide-books. We owe much to the Continental Alpine Clubs for
their permission to do this. However, translation of climbing descriptions is a
notoriously tricky business since expert linguists are rarely climbers and so
ignorant ofthe highly specialised French, German and Italian climbing jargon.
So we have recently adopted the practice of asterisking descriptions which are
translations not checked by British climbers who have done the route. No
guide can ever be perfect, but this should act as a reminder of a major source
of inaccuracies as well as an incentive for climbers to do the routes and to send
their comments on the descriptions to me as the General Editor.

Recently the U.I.A.A. have formulated and published a new grading system
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which is described in more detail in Alpine Climbing, 1969. The object is to tell
the climber what he needs to know when choosing a route, in a standard form.
We have adopted the system and it will be incorporated in the new Dolomites
guide. The introductions to these climbs will not, in practice, greatly differ
from the introductions in the other guides, but when all guide-books incorpor
ate the same system, it should help all of us to extract more from those written
in languages with which we are not very familiar.

With all our guide-books once more in print, it should be much easier to
re-issue them as and when stocks are sold out. The main problem now is to
ensure that the material is continuously up-dated so that the guide-books can
be re-issued at comparatively short notice . Colin Taylor

The reorganisation of the Alpine Club Library While it is tempting to
ruminate on the manifold sources of the library and the periods in which it
accumulated, the pressing needs of the present unleisured times dictate that
utility must be foremost in determining what to do with the host of books and
journals inherited from the past and still arriving in a steady stream. Thus it
was that, when we jointly assumed the office of Librarian in 1963, our first
consideration was to make it serve the convenience of members with economy
of effort.

As found in 1963, there were perhaps 15,000 to 20,000 volumes in the library,
including bound volumes of periodicals. The pre-war subject catalogue
had not been maintained for many years and the only current catalogue was
that in the card index which was arranged in alphabetical order of authors. If
there was a systematic arrangement of the books on the shelves it was not
apparent, and there appeared to be no rational way to find books on any topic or
geographical region unless one knew the authors concerned. There were many
books that appeared unlikely to be of interest to members, there were many
copies of some books, there were obvious gaps, and the collection of Alpine
guide-books was incomplete and sadly out of date. The shelves were so
crowded that the proper arrangement of the books was impossible. Perhaps
rashly we decided on a thinning operation as a prelude to a new and systematic
arrangement of the books that were to be left on the shelves, to facilitate refer
ence and to expose what gaps there might be.

The task of examining each volume and deciding whether to retain it in the
library or to remove it to other quarters was more laborious than we had fore
seen-it was certainly much dirtier! The selection was necessarily arbitrary and
others would have made other decisions, but we used as our criterion the pro
bability that some member, some day, might wish to refer to a particular
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volume. On this basis we removed several thousands of volumes, leaving
some 10,000 on the shelves, which gave us room to manoeuvre and to work
out a more satisfactory arrangement.

The books remaining on the library shelves are being arranged in accordance
with a modified Brown classification using four digits. The classification is
not yet complete but the arrangement is generally in accordance with the first
two stages of the system, so that it is now relatively easy to locate books on the
principal mountain areas of the world or on certain principal topics. The
system is based on an initial broad definition of geographical regions, followed
by a sub-division of geographical regions, and finally by a categorical list
related to activity or topic. We have considered that a geographical key should,
wherever possible, be the prime basis for classification, as being in most cases
the natural first basis for search. To cover those books that have no specific
geographical association, a set of ten classes has been provided on a par
with the geographical stages of classification. The complete system is too
extensive to reproduce here, but the scope may be gathered from the following
extracts:

First digit. ° Generalia; I British Isles; 2 Alpine Europe; 3 Rest of Europe;
4 North America; 5 South America; 6 Central Asia; 7 Rest of Asia; 8 Africa;
9 Australasia and Antarctica.
The Generalia section (0) is divided as follows: 00 World Mountaineering;
01 Physical Sciences; 02 Biological Sciences; 03 Applied Sciences; 04 Tech
nique and Equipment; 05 Philosophy and Arts; 06 Literary Forms; 07 History;
08 Geography; 09 Biography.
The British Isles section (I) is divided as follows: 10 Generalia; II Lake
District; 12 England except Lake District; 13 Wales; 14 Scotland; IS Ireland;
16 Islands. And so on

Inevitably, some books lay claim to be classified in more than one way-typically
those of a biographical character that deal largely or exclusively with climbing
in a particular range of mountains. In such cases a choice has to be made on
such clues as whether the book reveals more about the climber or the mountains
he has climbed on, but ultimately the catalogue will include multiple entries
for such books. Bound volumes of Club journals are classified under the
geographical region appropriate to their place of issue-the problem of where
to put the publications of the D.G.A.V. being dodged by putting Austria and
Germany next to each other.

Some filling of the gaps revealed by the thinning has begun, and a substantial
purchase has brought the guide-books to the principal Alpine regions reason
ably up to date and complete. (What appears to have been a principal source
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of such guide books in the past-bequests in members' wills-has led to a
multiplicity of out-dated issues, but such bequests, while welcome, can never
bring the library up to date.) The thinning of the shelves has also revealed other
deficiencies from the standard of coverage we should like to see. In recent
years, at least, the sole sources of new books have been donations by members
and others and review copies from publishers. It would be surprising if such
chance arrivals should serve to keep the library in reasonable balance with the
world output of mountain literature, and it is intended to fill the more serious
gaps by purchase in the next few years as Club finances allow.

The next major activity must be that of re-cataloguing and assigning classifica
tion numbers to all the volumes now on the shelves. This should provide for
reference to any book by subject and author and it will be based on the existing
card index. It will, however, be a formidable task and will require additional
effort for completion.

A further major task will be the reviewing of the several thousand volumes
withdrawn temporarily from the library. Some of these will, undoubtedly,
find their way back to the shelves on further consideration; some will be
worthy of retention but in reserve elsewhere than in the main library; it will
probably be profitable to sell the remainder, although the work involved in
sorting the books so that their value may be realised will be substantial.

The map collection has been thoroughly overhauled during the past year by
A. E. Gunther who found conditions very much like those on the bookshelves
multiple copies of out-dated maps, largely bequeathed by members. These
have been rationalised, and the maps active members are likely to require have
been concentrated in one cabinet, the drawers geographically sub-divided.
Current folded maps rest on a bookshelf near it.

The Club's collection of historical maps, especially those of the Alpine region
in the nineteenth century, is quite an interesting one. These have been con
centrated in a second cabinet in which will be found fairly complete map
series of each style of map produced. Of some of the more interesting historical
maps, more than one copy has been retained. The collection as a whole should
be of use for research into Alpine history and map-making.

It is hoped that the progressive rearrangement and systematic classification
of the books in the library will make them more accessible and useful to mem
bers. Edward Pyatt and Frank Salari
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